





ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT DECISION NOTICE
Supplemental Environmental Assessment for Westslope Cutthroat Trout in Cherry Creek, Big Hole River

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Region 3, Bozeman
10-17-16

Proposed Action

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is proposing to conduct a subsequent fish removal on Cherry
Creek near Melrose, MT. An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared for the restoration of
westslope cutthroat trout to Cherry Creek near Melrose, MT in 2011. Cherry Creek was treated with
rotenone in 2011 to remove non-native brook trout and hybridized cutthroat trout from the drainage
beginning at its headwaters in Cherry and Granite lakes to a constructed fish barrier roughly 1.5 miles
upstream from the confluence with the Big Hole River. In 2105 Cherry Creek was electrofished
upstream of the fish barrier and brook trout were found. The presence of reproducing brook trout is a
serious concern for cutthroat trout conservation because brook trout outcompete and displace native
cutthroat trout. In the initial EA written for this project it was stated if brook trout were not completely
removed in 2011 an additional treatment would be conducted in 2012. If non-native trout persisted
beyond 2012 a supplemental analysis would be performed, which is the purpose of this document.

Montana Environmental Policy Act

FWP is required by the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) to assess significant potential impacts
of a proposed action to the human and physical environment. In compliance with MEPA, a draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared by FWP for the proposed project and released September
30, 2016 for a two-week public comment period. The draft EA was titled: Supplemental Environmental
Assessment for Westslope Cutthroat Trout Restoration in Cherry Creek, Big Hole River. The draft EA was
circulated to a standard FWP Region 3 contact list and was also posted and remains available for viewing
on the FWP webpage: http://fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices.

Summary of Public Comment and FWP response
No public comments were received during the two-week EA review period ending August 12, 2016.

Final Environmental Assessment for the EA titled: Supplemental Environmental Assessment for
Westslope Cutthroat Trout Restoration in Cherry Creek, Big Hole River. There are no further
modifications necessary to the Draft Environmental Assessment based on public comment. The updated
Environmental Assessment, together with this Decision Notice, will serve as the final document for this
proposal.



http://fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices

Decision

Based on the Environmental assessment, public comment, and the need to conserve Westslope
Cutthroat Trout in Cherry Creek, FWP’s decision is to proceed with the proposed cutthroat trout
conservation action.

| find there to be no significant impacts on the human and physical environments associated with this
project. Therefore, | conclude that the Environmental Assessment is the appropriate level of analysis,
and that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

Sam B. Sheppard
Region Three Supervisor
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